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How to search ATLA for Brethren-related articles and books 

 
This page explains how to search the ATLA Religion Database for journal articles and book chapters 
on a Brethren-related topic.  
 
Example: to find articles about Brethren or Anabaptist practices of baptism:  
 
1. In the first search box, type brethren or anabaptis*. The word "or" there tells the database that for 
the purposes of your search, either the word "brethren" or the word "anabaptist" will identify the 
subject you seek. The "or" broadens this part of the search. The asterisk at the end of anabaptis is a 
truncation mark; it chops the word off at that point and finds variant endings. So, this search will find 
citations that include the word Brethren or any of the words Anabaptist, Anabaptists, or Anabaptism. 
  
2. In the second search box, type baptism. The word "and" in between the two search boxes tells the 
database that the word baptism must be in every result; it narrows the search.  In the box to the right, 
make sure it reads "Default Fields." 
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